MATTHEW iv. 10. 


Thou ſbalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 


He unwearied Endeayours of the 
k Romiſh Party to make Proſelytes 
Th to their Profeſſion, and the Suc- 
ceſs they have met with in ſeve- 
ral Parts of this Kingdom, muſt 
raiſe a real Concern in all who have a juſt 
Value for their civil and religious Rights. A 
late inſolent (though bleſſed be God an un- 
ſucceſsful) Attempt to impoſe upon us one 
nurſed up in all the Superſtitions of Rome, 
ſhould put every Britiſb Proteſtant upon their 
Guard, nay, incline them to encourage every 
Deſign formed to prevent the Spread of their 
pernicious Errors. Agreeable to this View a 
Charity-School has been erected in South- 
wark, to which your favourable Regard is 
now deſired. On ſuch an Occaſion it may 
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(4) 
not be unſuitable to endeavour the Eſtabliſh- 
ment-of your Minds, in a Point of as great 
Conſequence, as any debated betwixt us and 
the Church of Rome; namely, the proper 
Object of divine Worſhip, For that Pur- 
poſe I ſhall conſider the Words read as giving 
a very diſtin Direction in that Affair; Thou 


ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 


ſhalt thou ſerve. 


The Occaſion of this Reply to the Prince 
of Darkneſs was, the impudent Propoſal 
made by him to our Saviour, that he would 
fall down and worſhip him, as the Condition 
of receiving all the Glories of this World from 
him. With Scorn our Saviour treats the wild 
Project. Get thee hence Satan, thy Inſo- 
lence is intolerable, and thy Propoſal directly 
oppolite to the Command of God: For it is 
written, For thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 
God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 

God is the only proper Object of divine 
Worſhip. 

In diſcourfing upon this important Truth, 


I“. We ſhall enquire into the Nature of 
divine Worſhip. 
II. Prove that God is the only proper Ob- 
ject of it. | 1 
III“. Shew the Obligations we are under 
thus to ſerve him. 
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I. We are to enquire into the Nature of 
divine Worſhip, The Romani/ts have fur- 
niſhed us with ſome curious Diſtinctions u 
on that Head, not to be found in the Word 
of God. They ſpeak of ſupreme and ſubor- 
dinate Worſhip: They diſtinguiſh between 
argue and , The former they appro- 
priate to the moſt high, and the latter to 
Saints and Angels; nay, they have found out 
a vH Which is peculiar to the Virgin 
Mary, and Chriſt's human Nature. The 
promiſcuous Uſage of the two former Words 
in the facred Writings forbid any ſuch Di- 
ſtinction, and the laſt is a meer Fiction of 
their own, without the leaſt Shadow of 
Foundation in the holy Scriptures. 

Religious Worſhip implies a ſupreme Re- 
gard to the Object of it, and admits of no 
Subordination, The higheſt Expreſſions of 
our Reverence, Affection and Confidence is 
required in it. An inferior Reſpect is an In- 
dignity. 

If God is not honoured as the moſt excel- 
lent of Beings, as the Fountain of all Bleſ- 
ſings, as our chief Good, he is not honoured 
at all. 

Hereby it is very evidently diſtinguiſhed, 
from that civil Regard, which we pay to our 
Fellow Creatures. Our Thankfulneſs to 
God as the firſt Cauſe and ſovereign Diſpoſer 
of all Bleſſings, does not diſcourage our Gra- 
titude to our immediate Benefactors. But 
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is there not a plain Difference? The one we 
reſpect as a kind Inſtrument of conveying to 
us Benefits; the other we reverence as the 
moſt excellent Being and Original of every 
good and every perfect Gift. All Kinds of 
religious Worſhip are as peculiar to God, as 
civil Reſpects are to Men, or the higheſt De- 
gree of civil Honour to a ſovereign Prince; 
muſt it not be an Encroachment upon the di- 
vine Right or Prerogative to offer it to any 
other ? Hath not the God of Truth declared, 
He will not give his Glory to another ;* 

Can any deny that a ſupreme Regard 
to God is effential to all divine Worſhip, 
which is immediately offered up unto him? 
Now if it is an eſſential Qualification, muſt 
not that Worthip that is deſtitute of it be 
acknowledged of a different Kind, not pro- 
perly divine? But our Saviour's Reply will 
decide the Point in Debate, For you may 


| Obſerve, he abſolutely rejects the Worſhip of 


any other Being together with the ſupreme 
Being ; what our Saviour condemns 1s not the 
renouncing the Worſhip of God, for the 
Worſhip of Creatures. This the Devil did 
not tempt him to, but to pay divine Homage 
to another, though we ſhall continue to wor- 
ſhip him. 

The Jeus had their falſe Gods, but even 
then did not abſolutely renounce the Wor- 
thip of the God of Tjrael. 


The 
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The Heathens acknowledged their Jupiter 
as ſupreme, though they worſhipped many 
inferior Deities: But this our Lord's Reply 
forbids, our ſerving or worſhipping any 0- 
ther. Is it not evident from thence he looked 
upon that Homage as peculiar to the moſt 
high, becauſe claimed by him? To join any 
other with him is Idolatry, becauſe contrary 
to his ſolemn Prohibition, not only in the 
firſt Commandment, but in various other 
Places of the five Books of Moſes. 

Has not the Majeſty of Heaven an abſolute 
Right to dire& his own Worſhip? It is plain 
our Saviour thought ſo. 

It is further obſervable by our Lord's An- 
{wer all Creatures are equally excluded, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve: Him, and none 
beſides him, whether they be good or bad 
Spirits, For it was not objected to the Pro- 
poſal Satan made, that he was a wicked and 
apoſtate. Spirit, a Rebel againſt Heaven, and 
therefore he would not bow before him : No, 
his Reaſon is plainly excluſive of all created 
Being. 

Nay, this Reply of our Saviour's does ex- 
preſsly appropriate all Kinds of religious Wor- 
ſhip to God alone. 

Here are no ſcholaſtick Diſtinctions ſo 
much as intimated ; the apoſtate Spirit only 
defires an inferior kind of Homage, as one into 
whoſe Hands the Kingdoms of this World 
were given, and who had by Commiſſion the 

_ Diſpoſal 
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Diſpoſal of its Glory; his Propoſal only im- 
plies a ſort of ſubordinate Homage, he would 
be content with any Degree of Reverence, 
whether abſolute or relative, whether ſupreme 
or ſubordinate, whether terminative or tran- 
ſient. If our Lord would fall down and 
worſhip him it would be ſufficient. His not 
condeſcending in any Degree, teaches us to 
keep at the utmoſt Diſtance from any ſuch 
Homage; for it ſeems as if the external Act 
was only required, which our Lord abſolute- 


ly refuſes, thereby diſcouraging every Ap- 


pearance of ſuch Homage to Creatures. For 
any to pretend this was only with Reference 


- to evil Spirits, is trifling with our Saviour's 
Words: There is no Limitation expreſſed in 


them; tne Reaſon alledged ftands as good 
againſt one as the other, for he is the Lord 
thy God. | 

Good Spirits have no more Claim to that 
Character than bad ones: Either our Lord's 
Reply was proper, or it was defective and im- 
pertinent; to ſuppoſe the latter is to inſult the 
Wiſdom of God; to allow the former, is to 
grant what we deſire. Thus the Nature of 
divine Worſhip, as confirmed by our Savi- 
our's Anſwer, has been repreſented, 


IIb. We are to prove that God is the only 


proper Object of divine Worſhip. 


If the Anſwer of our Saviour is not ac- 


counted ſufficient for that Purpoſe, various 


Argu- 
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Arguments may be brought for the evincing 
of that Truth, as | 

.1* The Myſaic Conſtitution confines the 
Jeuiſb Worſhip to the One God, the Lord 
Jebovab, who created the Heavens and the 
Earth,---When the Law was given at Mount 
Sinai, the Firſt Precept, writ by the Finger 
of God upon the Tables of Stone, was 
this: Tou ſhalt have no other Gods be- 
fore me,---or befides me, as it is rendered 
by the Sepiuagint.— The plain Senſe of 
which is univerſally allowed to be, that 
were to worſhip no other God, but the Lord 
Jebovab. There is but One true God, and, 
in a ſtrict Senſe, they can have no other Gods, 
becauſe there are no other to be had ; but 
whatever Beings are worſhipped, that Regard 
gives them the Title. The Heathens had many 
Gods, but 1/rael was commanded to have hut 
one; i. e. to worſhip none beſides him. 
Were not the Tabernacle and Temple con- 
ſecrated ſolely to the Honour and Worſhip of 
the Lord Jehovah? They had but one Tem- 
ple, and it was dedicated to the Worſhip of 
the one God. All their Sacrifices, all their 
Supplications, all their Offerings, all their 
Feſtivals, nay, every Part of the Hraelitiſb 
Worſhip, was appropriated to the one God. 
We have no approved Example under the 
Law, of any Worſhip paid to Saints, or An- 
gels, or any other Being, bift God alone. 
There is no Precept or 3 under = 
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Old Teſtament, which encourages any other 


Object of religious Worſhip but the true God. 

24 The Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath made no Alteration in the Object of 
Warſhip.— 

The Law of Moſes had made the Worſhip 
of one God eternal and unchangeable: Who- 
ſoever pretended to ſeduce them from this, 
though they performed Signs and Wonders, 
they were to be rejected, and puniſhed wi th 
Death. - How can a divine Law be altered, 
but by a new Revelation of the divine Will? 
How can that Revelation be ſupported, but 
by Miracles or Prophecy ? In this Cafe Mi- 
racles and Prophecy are ſuperſeded. Becauſe 
God himſelf expreſsly forbad them to hearken 
to any Prophet, whatever Signs or Wonders 
are wrought by him, if he taught the Wor- 
ſnp of any but the Supreme Being, ſo it was 
impoſſible this Law ſhould be altered. This 
Article is as fundamental to Chriſtianity, as it 


was to the Moſaic Conſtitution, It is an un- 


changeable Law, which Chriſt and his Apo- 


Miles have not in the leaft attempted to alter, 


Our Saviour's Anſwer, before conſidered, 
his Direction to his Diſciples, as a ſanding 
Rule of Supplication, (commonly called he 
Lord's Prayer) this teaches them. to ad- 
dreſs to God only, as their Father, uo is in 
Heaven ©, When the Apoſtle Paul charges 


the Heathens with Idolatry, it is upon this 


» Deut, xiii. at the Beginning. Matt. vi. 9. 
Account, 
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Account, as well as others; that they joined 
the Worſhip of Creatures with that of the 
true God. Who changed the Truth of God into 
a Lie, and worſhipped and ſerved the Creature 
more than the Creator, (or with the Creator, as 
maps lignifies) who 75 bleſſed for ever. Does 
not this plainly (hew, that the Worſhip of God 
will not excuſe thoſe from Idolatry, who worſhip 
anything beſides him. If, with our Tranſla- 
tion, we read it more, that denotes their more 
frequent Addreſſes to the Creature ; which 
directly condemns the Romzſh Practice of ten 
Ave Mary's for one Pater. noſter. The Apo- 
{tle declares it as the Sentiment of Chr:ftians 
in general: But to us there is but ane God, the 
Father, of whom are all Wings. The Apo- 
ſtacy of the latter Pays, ſpoken of, 1 Tim. 
iv. 1. is under this Character, as departing from 
the Faith, and giving Heed to ſeducing Spi- 
rits, and the Doctrine of Devils, or Demons, 
which ſignified, amongſt the Heathens, a 
middle Sort of Beings betwixt God and Men, 
whom they regarded as Mediators, or Inter- 
ceſſors; a Sort of inferior Deities, to whom, 
as ſuch, they addreſſed their Supplications*. 

| It 


Rom. i. 25. 1 Cor, viii. 6. 


How far the Practice of the Romiſo Worſhip ſuits 
this Prediction, the learned Joſeph Mede, in a very 
diſtinct Manner, hath repreſented, p. 624. of his Works ; 
viz. The Heathens looked upon thoſe Dæmons, as to 
their Nature, to be an inferior and middle Sort of 
Divine Powers, between the ſovereign and heavenly 
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It is very evident, that the Goſpel forbids 
Idolatry, without giving us any other Notion 
of it, than what appeared under the Law ; 


ſo that no Alteration is made as to that Point 
in the leaſt, 

3* The Form of the Command directing 
our Worſhip, abſolutely excludes eyery other 
Object of it: Thou ſhalt have no other God 
before me, or beſides me. This Prohibition 
abſolutely forbids our paying divine Homage 


Gods, and mortal Men, Their Office was to be as Me- 
diators, or Agents, between them; their Original, to 
be the deified Souls of worthy Men after Death, and 
ſome of an higher Degree, which had no Beginning, 
nor ever were impriſoned in mortal Bodies. The Way 
to worſhip them, to find or receive Benefits from them, 
was by conſecrated Images and Pillars, wherein they have 
and retain their Prefence at Devotions, to be given 
them, to adore their Reliques, and to build Tem- 
ples for them, Having largely explained theſe Things, 
and ſhewn their Reſentblance with the Romiſb Practice, 
in worſhipping Saints, and Images, and Reliques, he 
ſums up all in this Application, p. 641. 

That the Doctrine of Dzmons comprehends, in a moſt 
expreſs: Manner, the whole Idolatry of the Myftery of 
Iniquity, the deifying and invocating of Saints and An- 
gels, the bowing down to Images, the worſhipping of 
Croſſes, as new idol Columns, the adoring and templing 
of Reliques, the worſhipping of any other viſible Thing, 
upon Suppoſal of any Divinity therein, What Copy was 
ever ſo like the Sample, as all this to the Doctrine of 
Demons 2 | 

- Nay, be further | obſerves, that the Advancers of 
Saint-worſhip in the Beginning, did not only ſee this 
Reſemblance, but even gloried that they had a Thing 
in Chriſtian Practice, ſo like the trine of Dæ- 
— (1 4 3 
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to any other Being: It is a negative Command, 
plainly declaring what we ſhall not do. 
Peoſitivye Commands never loſe their Autho- 
rity, but we are not obliged, in all Differences 
of Time and Circumſtances, to the Perform- 
ance of the Duties enjoined, Negative Com- 
mands are always obligatory, becauſe what is 
abſolutely forbidden is never to be done. 
Now what is forbid, without the leaſt Re- 
ſerve or Limitation, is abſolutely forbid. In 
not doing a Thing, there are no Degrees or 
Variation as to Circumſtances. To offer u 
divine Worſhip to any other, beſides the living 
and true God, is to act directly contrary to 
this expreſs Prohibition. 

4 The multiplying the Objects of religious 
Worſhip, are of no Advantage to promote a 
more refined or exalted State of Religion. 
Has it not a natural Tendency to raiſe mean 
and low Sentiments of the divine Nature; 
weak and childiſh Apprehenſions of the Su- 
—— Being; as if he was liable to the 
Paſſions and Infirmities of earthly Princes; as 
if he was more ready to diſtribute Blefling at 
the Interceſſion of a Saint or Angel, than 
from his own Love to Goodneſs; as if ſome 
of his Creatures had gained a Kind of Aſcend- 
ency, and could, extort Favours from the 
moſt high? Is this a fit Idea to be encouraged 
of the great God ? 

A Mediator of Redemption, (as one well 
obſerves) is very conſiſtent with all the Per- 

fections 
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fections of the divine Nature, and does very 
much recommend both the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God to the World. When Man- 
kind had tranſgreſſed the Laws of their Cre- 
ation, and forfeited all Right to the Favour 
of their Creator, they could expect nothing 
from God but in a Way of Covenant and 
Promiſe, through a Mediator. None fo fit 
to be our Mediator as he who is our Ranſom 
too. He hath redeemed us by his Blood; he 
has ratified the Covenant ; he ever lives to 
make Interceſſion for us. Hereby the Ho- 
nour of the ſupreme Legiſlator is maintained, 
and the Happineſs of each returning Sinner 
ſecured. Thus the Perfections of God appear 
moſt illuſtrious; but Mediators of pure Inter- 
ceſſion, and our Addrefles to them, plainly 
intimate, as if we imagined the moſt high 
ſtood in Need of ſuch repeated Applications, 
that there was ſome Deficiency either in the 
divine Wiſdom, or Goodneſs, or Remem- 
brance. 

Is this the Way to a more refined or exalted 
State of Religion? No! The Perfection of 
that is always in Proportion to the Knowledge 
we have of God. The more weak and im- 
perfect Apprehenſions we form of God, the 
more imperfe& our State of Religion; the 
multiplying the Objects of Worſhip multi- 
plies theſe weak Apprehenſions, ſo cannot 
tend to a more refined State of Religion. ; 
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It is an Argument of a mere abject Mind, 
to pay divine Honours to a Fellow-Creature ; 
it is debaſing ourſelves as much below the 
Dignity of our Natures, as we advance them 
above it. Mean Objects of Worſhip do more 
debaſe the Soul than any other Submiſſions : 
The more our Dependencies are, the meaner, 
and the more imperfect our State of Religion. 

Beſides, the greateſt Perfection of Religion 
conſiſts in the neareſt and moſt immediate 
Approach to God, that our State will admit. 
This is the perfect State which Jeſus has in- 
troduced : We may now go boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find 
Grace to help in every Time of Need*, Having 
this Freedom of Acceſs through him, by one 
Spirit, unto the Father, what Occafion Have 
we to go round about, by the Shrines and Al- 
tars of numerous and unknown Saints, to 
the Throne of God, | 
Tn ſhort, ought not the divine Honour to 
be intended by all religious Worthip ; what 
moſt redounds to that is moſt excellent. Now 
giving the whole Glory muſt be more than 
giving a Part of it, unleſs a Part be equal to 
the Whole, or we can pay Part of it to a 
Creature, and yet give the Whole to God? 
It is very evident, if any religious Worſhip is 
paid to Saints and Angels, then God has not 
the Whole, and therefore is not ſo much ho- 
noured as if he had. Is there not ſome Degree 

4 Heb. iv. 16. 
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of Hope, or Truſt, in thoſe who addreſs 


to Saints? If not it ſeems, entirely im- 
pertinent to apply to them. If there is, 


then ſo far apart of our Hope is taken off 


from God, and placed upon a Creature, is it 
not more honourable to truſt in, and pray to 
God alone? Thus, in whatever View we 
conſider this exalted State of Religion, we 
find the multiplying the Objects of Worſhip 
has no Tendency to promote it. 7 
$5 There is no Precedent in the Word of 
God, to give the leaſt Encouragement to this 
Worthip. | 
When Abraham bowed himſelf towards the 
Ground, before the three Men, it was only 
an Expreſſion. of civil Reſpect ; nor is there 
any Circumſtance in the-Relation, that would 
teach us to conclude, it was any Thing more 
than the Reverence cuſtomarily paid in that 
Country from Man to Man. | 

If any Thing more was intended by Lot's 
Behaviour, (which it is not eaſy to prove,) yet 
his directing bis Requeſt to one of the Angels, 
intimates, that he might look upon him as one 


of a ſuperior Nature, ſtiled, the Angel of the 


Covenant, or the Son of God, If that was 
his Opinion, it furniſhes us with a ſufficient 
Reaſon for his Homage. 

The Inſtance of Balaam's Proſtration be- 


fore the Angel *, is very little to the Purpoſe, 


becauſe it cannot from hence be proved, that 


> Gen, Xviii, 2. i Gen. xix. 9g. Numb. xxii. * 
the 
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the Honour he paid was religious. —If that 
could be made out, the Behaviour of one 
whoſe Character appears ſo very bad, will not 
be deemed ſufficient to make a Precedent, 

When FJeſbua fell upon his Face before the 
Captain of the Hoſt of the Lordi, he had juſt 
Reaſon for it, as appears from the Title he 
gives him; TFehovah, God's peculiar Name. 

Who would be fond of imitating Saul's 
Example, when he bowed before the Ap- 
pearance of Samuel, let his Deſign be what it 
would? Can it be imagined that Obadiah, the 
Governor, falling on his Face before the Pro- 
phet Elijab, had any Thing of religious Wor- 
ſhip in it“. | g 

We read of Nebuchadnezzar's worſhipping 
the Prophet Daniel, and commanding that 
they ſhould offer an Oblation and ſweet O- 
dours unto him. This might be only honorary, 
and a juſt Reſpect thewn to the extraordinary 
Qualifications of the Prophet, being no more 
than Gifts, or Preſents.—lt this was the Caſe, 
the Inſtance is entirely foreign to their Pur- 
poſe, If theſe were proper Sacrifices, they 
were offered by a Heathen Prince, whole Pat- 
tern the Chriſtian will not be fond of imitating. 
Had the Prophet accepted them as ſuch, that 
might have given ſome Encouragement to 
our paying the ſame Reverence to Men; but 


the ſacred Hiſtory no-where ſays he did. 


| Joſh. v. 15, ® Joſh, vi. 2. 1 Kings xvili. 7. 
o Dan, ii. 46. 
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For the Invocation of Angels, the Practice 
of the Patriarch Jacob is urged; who prays to 
the Angel to bleſs the Sons of Joſeph? It is 
not certain that this Requeſt was offered in a 
Way of ſolemn Prayer, but only expreſſed 
as a Wiſh, If we allow it to be a Prayer, it 
might not be addreſſed to the Angel, but to 
God, that he would appoint the ſame Angel 
which had preſerved him; to bleſs them. 
If it was offered to the Angel, it was to 
the Angel which had redeemed him from all 
Evil, with whom he ſtrove for the Blefling, 
and whom he ſtiles God * Some of the Fa- 
chers thought this Angel to be the Son of God. 
Take the Inſtance which Way you pleaſe, it 
affords no Precedent for this Worſhip.— | 

To mention the Pity of Job's Friends as an 

Argument for this Purpoſe, is no better than 
trifling with the facted Writings. 

For the Invocation of Saints, what is moſt 
inſiſted on, are thoſe Texts of Scripture where- 
in good Men on Earth are commanded to pray 
for one another. Theſe are various in the Old 
and New Teſtament, but nothing to the 
Point. 55 ES 
It is acknowledged that the ſacred Scriptures 
do plainly repreſent it as the Duty of Chriſt- 
ians to pray one for another. For wiſe Rea- 
ſons this was appointed. It has a natural Ten- 
dency to expreſs their mutual Love and genu- 
ine Sympathy. It is happily adapted to pre- 

Gen. xlviii, 16, 4 Gen, XxXiiz; 30. 
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ſerve the Unity of the Body, to ſupport pub- 
lic Worſhip, and advance the Honour of Re- 
ligion. But what Encouragement does this 
give to the Invocation of Saints, ſuppoſe we 
could aſſign no Difference between praying to 
Saints in Heaven, and deſiring the Prayers of 
ſuch on Earth, there might appear ſome Sha- 
dow of Argument; but the Difference is 
plain, the latter makes them our Fellow-Sup- 
pliants, the former our Mediators, or Inter- 
ceſſors; the one is only a friendly Requeſt, 
the other a ſolemn Invocation, with all the 
Circumſtances of religious Worſhip. Is it not 
a very different Thing to deſire a Chriſtian 
Friend to pray for me, and ina ſolemn Manner 
to invoke an Angel or Saint to bleſs me? Is it 
not very different for us to defire the Prayers of 
good Men on Earth, who hear us, and know 
our Condition, and pray to Saints in Heaven, 
who cannot hear us; and, for any Thing we 
know, are ignorant of our State? The Dif- 
ference is ſo notorious, that it is really ſur- 
prizing any ſhould pretend to draw ſuch a 
Concluſion from it. 

Thus, upon Enquiry, it appears, there is no 
Precedent in the Word of God, that gives 
the leaſt Encouragement to this Worſhip. 
Now, where we have not only an expreſs 
Command againſt paying religious Homage 
to any but the true God, and no Sort of Prece- 
dent to the contrary in the facred Record,upon 
what Foundation can we indulge that volun- 
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tary Humility, or worſhipping of Angels, 
which the Apoſtle Paul ſo expreſsly con- 
demns: Let no Man beguile you of your Re- 
ward, in a voluntary Humility and worſhipping 
of Angels, intruding into thoſe Things which 
he hath not ſeen, vainly puffed up by his fleſhly 
Mind, not holding the Head". According to 
this Repreſentation we may conclude, the Apo- 
ſtle looked upon it asa dangerous Error ,arilfing 
from the Vanity of a fleſhly Mind, whereby 
they were drawn off from that Regard due 
- to the one Mediator, the Head of the Church; 
and ſo in Danger of loſing the Reward annexed 
to a Stedfaſtneſs in their Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
If the worſhipping of Angels is a forſaking the 
Head, and an Evidence of a corrupt Mind, 
ſure the Saints, Beings of an inferior Rank and 
Capacity, will pretend no Claim to it. 

6 All the Advantages of religious Wor- 
ſhip are obtained by directing it to this one 
proper Object, — the only living and true 
r 

It cannot be denied that the great God is as 
well acquainted at leaſt with our State, as any 
of the heavenly Inhabitants; that he is as 
able to relieve; that he is as much diſpoſed to 
do it, we may conclude from his infinite Pow- 
er, and immenſe Goodneſs. - His Ear is open 
to the Cry of the Humble; we may be aſſured 
he 1s apprized of all our Wants. Is not this 
a readier Way to obtain the Bleſſings we de- 

* Col. ii. 18, 
ſire ? 
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ſire? The making Applicatian to this, or the 
other Saint, or Angel, is going round about, 
when, through Jeſus, we have an immediate 
Acceſs to the Throne of God. He is a ſafe, 
an infallible Way, unto the Father: As ſuch, 
he is appointed by infinite Wiſdom. Shall any 
be ſo vain as to imagine they have found out a 
more convenient one? Who ſo fit to preſent 
our imperfect Homage to a holy God, as the 
great High- prieſt of our Profeſſion, who hath 
an unchangeable Prieſthood? Wherefore be 1s 
able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt, who come 
unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make 
Interceſſiun for them.. How unneceſlary, 
how impertinent muſt it be, to employ Saints 
or Angels in a Service the Son of God hath un- 
dertaken? If he is able fully to accompliſh 
the Deſign ; if he is conſtantly engaged in the 
bringing of it to Perfection; what Occaſion 
can there be to apply to any other ? It ap- 
pears as an Indignity put upon Chriſt's Me- | 
diation, either as inſufficient in itſelf, or as if 
he was backward to the Work ; which is ag- 
gravated Ingratitude even to ſuſpect. 

Beſides, what Diſadvantage can ariſe from 
our Neglect of theſe Interceſſors? Shall we 
not beas ſoon heard, and obtain as much Re- 
lief without them, ſince Jeſus is able to fave 
to the uttermoſt ? What if it ſhould appear in 
the next World (as one obſerves, for he is 
perſuaded it will never appear fo in this,) 


' Heb. vii. 24, 25. 
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that we were miſtaken, and were over-nice 
and curious in refuſing this Homage to Saints 
and Angels; yet ours is a much more inno- 
cent and pardonable Miſtake, than that which 
the Romaniſis are guilty of, if they are miſ- 
taken. We are only wanting in ſome reli- 
gious Courtſhip, which we might innocently 
have given to Saints and Angels, but were 
not bound to give it by any divine Command. 
Our Refuſal therefore is no Sin againſt God; 
and as our Neglect is not oweing to any de- 
ſigned Contempt or Diſregard of thoſe excel- 


lent Spirits, but to a Reverence for God, and 


a Jealouſy of his Honour. If it were a 
Fault, we need not doubt but God would 
pardon it; and all good Spirits, who have 
ſuch a profound Veneration for God, will 
eaſily excuſe the Rudeneſs or Incivility for ſo 
good a Reaſon. Thus the Favour of God, 
the Friendſhip of theſe perfected Spirits, or 
the Bleſſings we ſeek, will not be in the leaſt 
endangered by this Omiſſion; nay, all the 
advantageous Influence and Succeſs of religious 
Worſhip will be effectually ſecured this Way, 
as might be ſhewn in each Particular. But 
ſufficient hath been offered, to make it evi- 
dent to every impartial Perſon, that the pay- 
ing religious Worſhip to any beſides the living 
and true God, is contrary to the Direction 
given in his Word, can be of no real Advan- 
tage to Religion, but tends to debaſe it, and 


n 
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is quite unneceſſary to obtain the Bleſſings we 
deſite. | 


III We are to ſhew what Obligations we 
are under. thus to ferve the Moſt High. 
1** The Excellencies of his Nature give him 
a Right to this Homage. All that can be deſired 
in the Object of our moſt humble Adorations 
are found in him ; unerring Wiſdom, al- 
mighty Power, and immenſe Goodneſs, He 
is the Standard of all Perfection, and Foun- 
tain of all Bleſſing, without the leaſt Vari- 
ation, or Shadow of turning: Our God is per- 
fect, without the leaſt Defect to diſcourage 
our Hope. Here is every Qualification to 
encourage our Homage, He knows all 
Things, is every-where preſent, ready to hear 
the Voice of the humble, able to relieve all 
our Wants, out of his abundant Fulneſs, and 
takes Pleaſure in the Diſplay of his Goodneſs. 
He is rich in Mercy to all that call upon him 
in Truth. How amiable an Object of our 
moſt profound Reverence and ardent Affect- 
ion. Let ſtupid Ignorance bow before the 
ſenſeleſs Stock ; let blind Superſtition cringe 
before a Creature who. is not able to hear its 
Cries, or ſupply its Wants: Sure we, who 
know the living God, cannot think of ſerving 
any other: All other Excellencies vaniſh like 
Stars before the Riſing-Sun? Who is to be 
compared with him? Who is fit to bear a Share 
in that Homage which is offered to him? It 
is 
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is an Indignity to join any other with him, 
who alone is worthy to be praiſed, . His 
Name is Holy : From everlaſting to ever- 
laſting he is God. 

20 The Bounties of his Adminiſtration de- 
mand it. 

Gratitude teaches us to direct our Reve- 
rence, Dependance, and Acknowledgement, 
to the Object from whence we receive all 
our Bleſſings. In God we live, and move, 
and have our Being, both the Pagan and 
Chriſtian World readily own. As from his 
Power we at firſt received our Exiſtence, ſo 
from his Providence we derive every Supply. 
All the agreeable Enjoyments of this preſent 
State are his Gift: All we have, and all we 
hope for, depend upon his Kindneſs : There- 
fore to him ſhould all the Glory be aſcribed. 

How unreaſonable is it to give the leaſt 
Share of that Honour to another! It is inju- 
rious to our gracious Benefactor: As he is the 
Fountain of Life, he ſhould be the ſole Ob- 
ject of our grateful Aſcriptions. Not unto 
us, Lord, not unto us, nor to any of thy 
Creatures, but to thy Name be the Glory. 
This is our reaſonable Service: For his 
Kingdom ruleth over all'. The Variations 
here below are all ſubject to his Direct- 
ion; for he does what he pleaſes in the 
Army of Heaven, and amongſt the Inhabit- 
ants of this Earth ; all Things are diſpoſed ac- 

t Pſalm ciii. 19. 
cording 
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cording to the Counſel of his own Will. It 
is then but Juſtice to his gracious Admini- 
ſtration, thankfully to aſcribe every Benefit 
received to him alone. 

3* The Word of God expreſsly enjoins it. 

Here is an Obligation which will be of 
great Weight with all that acknowledge the 
ſacred Revelation. The Will of God ought 
to be the conſtant Rule of our Obedience. 
Who ſo fit to direct the Homage of his Crea- 
tures, as he that formed them? As he re- 
quires from us this ſingular Regard, to deny 
it is to trample upon his Authority. As he 
graciouſly accepts it, would it not be groſs 
Ingratitude to refuſe it ? 

A Command fo reaſonable, ſo equitable in 
itſelf, appointed by one who has an incon- 
. teſtable Right to our Obedience, to vary from 
it muſt be highly criminal. A Command ſo 
ſolemnly declared, fo frequently repeated, fo 
diſtinctly expreſſed, in every Age of the 
Church, and fo ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon by 
the great God, ſurely ought to be exactly 
obſerved. I am the Lord, that is my Name, 
and my Glory will Tnot give to another; neither 
my Praiſe to graven Images*. Shall we pre- 
ſume to encroach upon what he claims as a 
diſtinguiſhing Part of his Prerogative ? Shall 
we pretend to underſtand his Precept better 
than he himſelf? Or dare to explain away the 
Senſe of it? As the ſovereign Lord of all, 
he requires us to ſerve him, and him alone, in 

% Ifaiah xlii, 8. 
| a Way 
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a Way of Worſhip: Are we not under the ſtrict 
eſt Obligation punctually to comply with it? 
4 The Promiſes of his Grace encourage it. 
Theſe kind Declarations of infinite Love 
were made for this Purpoſe, that the tranſ- 
cendent Glory of the Supreme Being might 
not prevent our humble Application, 
Mie have now Bolaneſs to enter into the Ho- 
lieft, by the Blood of Jeſus: By a new and 
living Way he hath conſecrated fr us, through 
the Vail, that is to Jay, bis Fleſh®, We may 
draw near with a true Heart, in full Aſſurance 
of Faith ; for he is faithful, who hath pro- 
miſed. There is no Need of any Angel or 
Saint to introduce us to the Throne of God, 
or preſent our Petitions for us: We have free 
Acceſs through a Mediator, and may- be 
aſſured of a gracious Acceptance, having the 
Word of the God of Truth to depend upon. 
Theſe Promiſes are all confined to the Wor- 
ſhip of one Object, there is-not the leaſt In- 
timation as to any other; not one Promiſe in 
the ſacred Volume, that either directly, or 
indirectly, refers to any other. This will ap- 
pear at the firſt View, to every impartial Ob- 
ferver. I do not know they have the Aſſu- 
rance to claim any one, as favouring the Wor- 
ſhip they are ſo fond of. The Divine Preſence 
and Bleſſing are appropriated to that religious 
Ser vice which-is offered to God, in Obedience 


to his a 2 | according to his Di- 
rection. 
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Shall we not then think ourſelves under 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations to an exact Compli- 
ance with it. For any to buſy themſelves in 
contriving other Ways of addreſſing the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven and Earth, than what he has 
encouraged, looks like a Suſpicion of che Way 
preſcribed, and is actually a Slight put upon 
the Encouragement given. 

The Ties of Gratitude ſhould engage us to 
make a right Uſe of thoſe kind Declarations. 
As we have the Word of Truth to ſupport 
our Hope, we may be thoroughly ſatisfied in 
our Homage. Thus the Excellencies of the 
Divine Nature, the Bounties of his Admini- 
ſtration, the expreſs Injunction of his Word, 
require it, and the Promiſes of his Grace 
greatly encourage our worſhipping the Lord 
our God, and him only. 

We ſhall conclude with ſome Reflections. 

1 We learn the proper Notion of Idolatry, 

Ie is paying religious Worſhip to any other 
beſides the Lord our God. Him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve. He who denies this Homage to the 
true God is profane: He that addreſſes it to 
any other is an Idolater. Let them therefore 
ſee to it, who ſeem to take Pleaſure in multi- 
plying the Objects of Worſhip, leſt, under 
the Pretence of Reverence, they do not aftront 
the; moſt high, God will admit no Partners 
in the ſacred Homage. Let us cautiouſly 
avoid every Appearance of what is. ſo hateful 
in his Sight, and keep at the utmoſt Diſtance 
from Idolatry. 
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24 This ſhould lead us to a ſerious and im- 
partial Enquiry into our own Conduct. 
_* You may have a ſovereign Contempt of all 
that indecent and ſuperfluous Homage which 
is paid to Saints and Angels, to Images, or 
Relicks: But have we no Idol ? Is our Reve- 
rence and Eſteem, our Love and Dependance, 
our Service and Obedience, directed to their 
true Object? Is there no Rival, no Compe- 
titor with God, in our Hearts? Where do we 
place our Happineſs ? This will diſcover what 
we chiefly honour and Eſteem, Hath ſome 
earthly Enjoyment this Preference in our 
Hearts? This is our Idol. | 
When the Danites had ſpoiled the Houſe 
of Micab, and taken away the Ephod, the 
Teraphim, the graven and molten Images, he 
cries after them, N have taken away my Gods: 
What have Imore*? Have you nothing more 
to depend upon, or delight in, but theſe viſi- 
ble Enjoyments? Where is your Confidence 
placed ? Is it in the Name of the Lord, or in 
an Arm of Fleſh? When Difficulties ſur- 
round yon, then you may ſeek unto God for 
Relief: When ſecond Cauſes fail, you may 
have Recourſe to the firſt: But in the Day 
of Proſperity, where is your Dependance 
then? Is it not fixed upon your Treaſure ? 
Are you not inclined to act as the Fool in 
the Parable ſpeaks : Soul, thou haſt much Goods 
Bid up, for many Years : Take thine Eafe ; 
eat, drink, and be merry”, Do we truſt in 
* Judges xviii. 24. Luke xii, 19. 
| | | un⸗ 
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uncertain Riches, and ſay to the fine Gold, 
Thou art our Confidence: This is our Idol. 

What is the chief Object of our Love? 
Are we Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lo- 
vers of God? May we not then be ſaid to 
idolize them? Every inordinate Affection to 
preſent Things, allowed and encouraged, is 
giving them that Place in the Heart which 
belongs to God. Covetouſneſs is ſtiled Idol- 
atry by the Apoſtle Paul. Let us make an 
impartial Scrutiny. — Judge not by the Vi- 
olence or Impetuoſity of your Affections. 
Senſual Paſſions will produce Hurry and Diſ- 
order in the Soul. The Love of God is a re- 
gular and refined Paſſion; and therefore will 
occaſion no ſuch Confuſion, Judge not of 
yourſelves by particular Frames, or when un- 
der peculiar Circumſtances. What is the go- 
verning Temper of your Minds? What is 
your deliberate and prevailing Determination? 
Have you a real Averſion to Sin, as offenſive 
to God ? Is Holineſs your Delight ? Is it your 
great Concern to pleaſe God; and you ac- 
count his Favour as Life, and his Loving- 
Kindneſs better than Life? This ſhews his 
Pre-eminence in your Hearts. 

3* What Reaſon have we to admire the 
Divine Condeſcenſion, who has given ſuch 
Encouragement to our Worſhip? 

What are all our Aſcriptions of Glory to 
the moſt high, when compared with the di- 
vine Excellency? Our beſt Acknowledge- 
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ments are like the Liſpings of an Infant's 
Speech, unworthy, altogether unworthy, of 
the divine Regard. Vet ſuch is the divine 
Condeſcenſion, that theſe are not only com- 
manded, but honoured and accepted as a glo- 
rifying of God. Shall we not then delight 
in the ſacred Service, and rejoice in the Op- 
portunity of paying our Homage? 

Let us bow before the Lord, our Maker. 
Let us come into his Courts with Praiſe: For 
the Lord is good, his Mercy is everlaſting, 
and his Truth endureth to all Generations. 
Ho ready ſhould we be, by all proper 
Methods to promote the Honour of him 
whom we profeſs to ſerve, The great God 
ſtands in no Need of our Hr: He re- 
quires it for our Advantage, that we may be 
duly impreſſed with a Senſe of our conſtant 
Dependance upon him, and Obligations to 
him ; that we may be animated in the Obſer- 
vance of his Will, from which our Happi- 
neſs naturally ariſes, and may be incited to 
imitate the bright Pattern of our heavenly 
Father, whoſe tender Mercies are over all his 
Works. 

Is it not a very proper Method to anſwer 
this Deſign, to have Children inſtructed in 
their Duty to God and Man? Now a fair 
% ores: offers. 

By contributing to the Support of this 
Charity-School, you may be inſtrumental in 
preſerving many from the imminent Dangers 
which attend Ignorance and Superſtition, 5 
3 e 
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The PRESENT STATE of the SCHOOL, 
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The Forndation of this School was in 
the Year 1687, in the Reign of King 
James the Second, when a School was ſet 
up by one Poulton, a Jeſuit ; and public 
Notice given, that he Would inſtruct the 
Children of the Poor gratis. Upon which 
Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warbur- 
ton, and Mr. Ferdinando Holland, all 
Members of this Church, in the Reverend 
Mr. Nathaniel Vincent's Time, laid the 
Foundation of this School, to avoid the 


« dangerous Conſequences of a Popiſb School, 


ec 


cc 


cc 
«c 


cc 


and to provide for the Inſtruction of the 
Poor in the Proteſtant Way. 

„ The Number of Scholars at firſt was 
Forty, afterwards increaſed to Fifty, and 
now to One Hundred and Forty. They 
are taught to Read, Write, and Cypher, 
and are alſo inſtruQted in the Aſſembly's Ca- 


tecbiſin, and thereby qualified for the Ser- 


vice of God and Man.” 
It may be ſaid to be the firſt School the 
Proteſiant Difſſenters were concerned in. 
Here Objects are received, without Diſtinct- 
ion of Parties; the general Good being in- 
tended. It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt 
Parts about the City; and the Children of 
the pooreſt Sort of Watermen, Fiſhermen, 
and others, are here taught, without any 
Expence to their Parents ; and are we 
« wit 
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with Bibles, Teſtaments, Catechiſms, Wri- 
e trng-Books, and Cyphering= Books. 

The Charges have been defrayed by the 
© Gifts and Subſcriptions of private Perſons, 
with an Annual Collection in this Place, on 

© this Day, and one in the City; together 
de with the kind Remembrance of the ſaid 
i ': Shack by ſome, in their /aft Wills.“ 
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1 hope you are now met to encourage fo 
generous and uſeful a Deſign; a Deſign at- 
tended with very confiderable Expence, which 
calls for your liberal Aſſiſtance. Can any of 
you be backward to contribute to a Charity ſo 
excellent in itſelf, and fo beneficial in its Con- 
ſequences, Hereby a Number of neceſſitous 
Children are trained up in Knowledge, and 
have the Privilege of a religious Education, 

who might otherwiſe have been left to wander 
inthe Streets, and grow up in Ignorance and 
Vice, and ſo become a Burthen to that Com- 
munity to which now they may be uſeful. 

Would you honour God with your Sub- 
ſtance ? Would you relieve many diſtreſſed Fa- 
milies, and train up Children in the Ways of 
real Religion ? Improve the preſent Opportu- 
nity, and thus — an acceptable n to 
the Living God. 
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